
Tito-ingoff 


the brink 





After weeks of frantic medical 
mtervention^ foJiowmg the amputa- 
lion of hia PreeidenL Tito of 
Yu^ioelavla has finally kicked Lhe 
bucket (sorry about the pun!)« Des¬ 
pite all the efforts of his team of S 
doctors to keep this symbol of 
Yugoslavian unity alive, medical 
technology failed In the end. As 
Tito's condition steadily deterior- 
atedp the stirain was so great on the 
medical team, that a psychiatrist 
was called in to treat the doctors! 
Why all the fuss, one might ask 7 
After afl^ he'd had a good run 


(sorry, another pun7)+ Even Carter, i 
Thatcher and Brezlmev had to admit 
that he was in the forefront in the 
maxen of World Ueade rship* So, 
why not let him pass on in peace 7 
Easy, He represented the illusory 
' 'unity'' of Yugoslavia. B ix republic s, 
three religions and several languages. 
Home of Sarajevo, Ever since he 
came down from the hills and made 
everyone toe the line Dubrovnik has 
been safe for western tourists. Nowj 
as a real Central Committee takes 
over, tne press have a new CHiSIS 
for ALL next week! 



CHARGES 

DROPPED 

The main charges against Tafi 
Ladd are to be dropped^ Taff was the 
sixth delendent in the " Perfions Un¬ 
known'' case. He jumped bail at the 
start of the trial, at the beginning of 
September, Since then he has been 
in hiding, except for a brief emergence 
to hold a press conference. He has 
issued a number ol statements to 
explain the reasons for nis actions. 
NoWj the DPP's office nave written to 
his lawye rs, say Ing that if tae gives 
him self up the major charges (of 
conspiraey to rob and handling fire * 
arms) would be dropped. However^ 
he would have to face charges of ab- 
condlng from bail^ which could carry 
up to a year in prison. 

Taff has issued another statement, 
saying that he was justified m jump¬ 
ing bail, as his claim that jury vetting 
is unconstitutional has been upheld 
by Lord Denning's recent Appeal 
Court decision. He also demands the 
return of the money forfeited by hie 
sureties^ A further obstacle to his 
surrender Is the position of otherSj 
named in the prosecution case but 
v/ho never appeared, Taff has called 
on the DPP to clarify this, 

GITSplit 

Up to a quarter of the member¬ 
ship of CNT in Spain has broken 
away to set up a rival organisation^ 
in opposkioD to the decisions of the 
nth. Congress, (see FREEDOM voL 
41 nos, 4^)/ThiB opposition group 
includes Enrique Marcos, the former 
Geoeral Secretary. E appears to 
consist more of the "revolutionary 
syndicalists"^ rather than the "anaj- 
cho syndicalists". Our informant 
constders that they are 'relomiJsts" 
who want to convert CNT into a 
"domestic union". This interpretation 
may well be an oversimplification, 

SEE INSIDE "SPAIN TODhY" 
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not SO brief 


start with the forcee of law 
and order, who have beeii on the 
front pages of all the newspapers 
alnce the 'siege*of the Iranian 
Embassy began. Where tourisbcan 
flock and have theJr photos taken by 
Special Branch, as happened to a 
certain comrade yesterday. 

The Roverninent, we ^11 all be 
glad to hearp is to conduct a 
'fcbtjrough and urgent' examination 
of police proeeduree for dealing with 
cases of spontaneous public disorder 
like the Bristol riot, le. how to get 
relnfcirce ments in quicker, rather 
than be forced to retreat, so as to 
ensure 'a speedy return to law and 
order' with a minimum of btoodshed^^ 
Tlwn again, who started It? The a 
same government Is also considering 
making It easier for demons (rations 
to be banned or have restrictions 
imposed on them, after all/the 
freedom to demonstrate dnes not 
neoessarily imply a liberty to do so 
whenever one wishes, regardless 
of the Implications for public dutyl 
Some are more tree than others no 
doubt. Incase these reconTend^tlons 
are ignored by certain sections of 
the public the police have been 
carrying out riot drill training in an 
East London Dock for the last six 
months. There they can dress up as 
workers and play piggies vs. pickei^, 
leap out of vans, run in flying wedges* 
USE riot shields, and maybe even, 
go bang, hang, youYe dead! 

The inquiry Into the killing of* 

Blair l^ach. by the SPG In Southall 
a year ago, has just begun. The jury 
selected by a poHceman, tn a t| ny 
coroners court In Hammersmith, 

The police report on the ktlltng has 
only been seen by the coroner and 
the QC acting for Sir David ^4cNee 
so otXffir lawyers have no idea wnal 
a witness is likely to say until s/he 
appears In court. This is because 
the report Is the properly of Scotland 
Yard, and we all known what p-op- 
erty ls*At the same time the police 
are having their own inquiry, with 
a view to possible proaecutlon, into 
the publishing of a poster that named 
the SPG men involved in the killing* 
They seem to think that this was an 
Interference with the course of 
Justice. The fact that the inquest has 
had E 12mfTnth delay, and still no 
charges, does not seem to qualify as 
an interlerence in the course of 
Justice, 

Telephone tapping meets mod¬ 
ern technology with the police's 
aoqulsltton of an American comp¬ 


uter that can transcribe the human 
volce .Specialist&in computers 
think this capability Is still four 
or five years away but ou r boys 
are getting In fast. They already 
have the at^Uty to tap 1000 people 
at the same time; they admit 411 
taps last year . 

A couple ot issues ago "not so 
brief" noted that two defendants, 
policemen, were allowed to vet 
the jury trying them. YouTl all be 
glad to know that they were found 
not gul tty* the 14 year old boy 
slipped and banged his head on the 
wall* Not only was this the first 
time that a jury was vetted by 
accused policemen but it was also 
done behind the jurors hack. The 
accused policeman thought that 
people who had conviettons of any 
kind might be biased against the 
police.Or maybe people picked by 
the police know how easy It is tn 
slip and bang your head. 

But no, I go too far, the police 
can't be that bad," Why, out of H, 014 
complaints niade against them In 
the past year only three policemen 
have been found guilty of misconduct, 
my fears must l>e unfounded!However, 
on the same day that this report 
came out two other policemen plea¬ 
ded guil^ to kldnaoDlng a Catholic 
priest in County Antrim. This took 
two years to coti« to courts and the 
trial must be put of! futber as one 
of the constables involved is a def¬ 
endant in a murder trial thatfa just 
started* 

Good news for the army, l 
pay Increases and a 50^ reduction 
In rail lares* There goes another 
£290 million of the peoples money. 
On entering service a private will 
now recieve £"2 a week^ go to 
mte re sting new places^ meet 
interesting new peopJji> aim leam 
how to kill them. Unless of course 
s/he dies In traing, four so far 
In the last IZmon^s. 

The Employment Bill Is running 
through parliament. It attacks the 
right of women to resume work 
after pregnancy, the rights of 
people working for small firms to 
plead unfair dlsmissal and the 
rights of immigrants who may not 
understand some of tiie complex 
conditions attatebed bo maternity 
provisions. The Social Security 
Bill will be helped by with a 
guillotine motion so that we may 
sooner reap the benefits of cuts 
In the welfare state. 


Overseas in El Slal^dor, where 
a Christian Democrat/Ml liter y 
junta is fighting for its life by 
murdering workers^ peasants and 
left'^ingers In general the gover^ 
nment Is trying to ap^pea3e the 
people with a* too little, too tete, 
tend reform program and a cosmetic 
curb on Ihe excesses of the army 
and right-wing paramilitary "death- 
squads' No doubt ju^ in case this 
fails the Americans are getting a 
S5.1 million miUtery aid package 
through congress, wt WhK®^ the 
American atnbassador to El Salvador 
said this was"' tn order to move 
toward a military solution to a 
political problem, but toward a 
political solution Ijacked by a comp¬ 
etent profEBsLonal, and restrained 
military estebllshment "(very sic,) 

In Germany opposing Franz 
Strauss of the Christian Social 
Union can get you Into trouble. To 
mention but two cases, a 16 year 
old Munich schoolgirl was suspen¬ 
ded for wearing a STOP STH AUSS 
button, ('a clear case of political 
propaganda') and a woman e mployee 
of the Building Workers Union was 
sacked for putting a STOP STRAUSS 
sticker on her perforator, fantl- 
Strauss stickers have no place in 
'orderly working life") all this 
because of the the man who said of 
demonstatorB, 'animals to whom the 
tews made for humans did not apply^ 

P.S* The Interriatlonal Anarchist 
Boxing Federation ctelmed respon-^ 
sLblUty test week for the restruct¬ 
uring of the faces of; Martin i/ 
Webster , during a march through 
Corby, Lord Chalfont (ex-Labour 
Minister) In Chelsea and Lord Home 
(ex-PM I In Picaddtly, Police decl¬ 
ined to Comment as to the validity 
of this claim. 

PPG Nice One Jimmyi 


fh fedqm weeds TYP^TS 

If you can type* you can help us ! 
You dontt have to commit yourself 
to regular appearAnces^ but we do 
occasionally need people at very 
short notice for l or £ evenings. H 
you could work with ua on this basis* 
please get in touch* WeVe dyit^ to 
hear from you !! 

We would also like a (or some) 
regular typists - get In touch soon. 
Setting is dene on Monday and 
Thursday evenings - please contact ' 
us then on 01 * 247 S249* 

____J 
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TIE 1B0UBLEWIT 
WORKne CLASS 




Everything thatStd t^rtser 
writes about we the worlclng 
class is true for we are Indeed 
the cflQposal rubble h of history. 
Yet fqr all that everyone cMme 
to belong to that alien class for 
are all woraers’" and though 
we are hated and Idealised, lovsd 
and despised,In your heart Sid 
you fcnow that you need us, for 
without us there Is no struggle- 
only a world of nice peoole. We 
are the great unwashed, the 
labouring tnassea who toll In the 
vine-yards and in the factories, 
as Sid does, and we have all the 
human flaws and frailties of the 
human race and also Its virtues. 
Yet we are the only class who 
are expected, nay demanded, to 
have a moral obligation to the 
society of the day* The middle 
okas and the ultra wealthy e^rplolt 
their fellow men and woirien Iti 
their own self interest and; a part 
from describing It as ^'the rat 
race'^ltls aocepted as the human 
norm,yet let the inllkman go on 
strike and the whole of the 
coTomuntty scream morality at 
the unfortunate man^ We do not 
choose to be among the down¬ 
trodden of the earth Sld^for every 
week ws do our Pools to Join those 
who hate uSpbut without us there 
is no revolutionary struggle, no 
libertarian debate and no kte- 
night bus. Men and women are 
incarcerated in prisons In every 
country and In every society for 
the most noble and the most evil 
of motives, but without oeople In 
prisons there can be no prison 
refornipfor every cause exists 
only by the fact that there Is a 


lower caste of people or animals 
to be guided, protested or saved* 
Sid writes that because the 
worker is exploited It u assumed 
that ^kwants to be ^tree*’ and 
this may be true but the working 
Claes ae a class inake no such 
clalm;lt was Sid ftirker who 
made that claim In their narne. 
The old, the sick, the hungry 
and the homeless want whatever 
material security that their 
society can offertbut when they 
protest and fight for their mater¬ 
ial well-being they are condemned 
by those of the right and the left, 
the authoritarian and the liber¬ 
tarian for not conf or mlng to a 
particular ideology* Sid writes 
that In every working class 
struggle there are workers ready 
and willing to shoot down their 
fellow workers on behalf of 
authorltyTand all that means is 
that the working class do not 
conform and obey the standards 
set for them by others, for only 
the millionaires do not shoot each 
other except for sexual reasons. 
Damn us as you will Sid but one 
thing cannot be denied and it Is 
this] that the working class have 
never called upon another class 
to fight their battles. Our 
causes may be selfish, futile or 
noble but always we have fought 
them on our own battle grounds 
and others have joined them in 
imre economic or political or 
idealistic self interest^but only 
as guests to the struggle^and 
too fDften from the very class or 
areas against which the working 
class struggle. In every long 
and bitter strike the workers 


have never appealed to the 
I>3ndon School of Economics to 
show the m how to mount the 
picket Unes^and when Sid writes 
that the obverse of the coln^of 
Ihe Paris Commune, the bfeck 
flags over the Korean factories, 
the 1953 Berlin U[x-Islng, the 
Hungarian revolt, Cuba and 
l^ria 19S9,is the working class 
police man and prison warden he 
Is simply weeping Into his wine 
that the working class are not 
fighting his battles^ It Is the 
heart cry of every nclltician, 
every liberal and every liber- 
iarian such as Sid. The down¬ 
trodden a nd the exploited of the 
earth will decide in their own 
time, as Individual men and 
women, what is the struggle of 
the day when they tave first fed 
thetr ehiidrenjSidjwhen they 
have first fed their children and 
then they will fight for your 
cause* 

Arthur Moysc. 


Sob. Bates 
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1VDRLD DlSilUiiMEIT ? 


* * /I iT^ve come to tlie conclus¬ 
ion tMt some of these people are 
BO aggressive the onl^ answer Is to 
sedate them"... 

I was sLttitig In a packed West- 
mtnster central hall waiting for a 
numher of emltwit men and women 
to tell me how to set about world 
diBarmament. I turned, siirirLsed 
to see that the speaker was a mild 
looking lady in wool coat and felt 
hat of the tetnd who standa up at 
friends meetir^a to tell us how 
beautiful daffodils are« I wondered 
who she had tn mind; the Idea of 
Mrn Thatcher or President Carter 
boo doped up on chlor^omazlne tq 
Dress the button was certainly Int¬ 
eresting. -.. 

To put you in the picture: In 1978 
at a UN special assembly '^11 the 
governments of the world” adopted 
a ''programme of action", aiming 
for complete disarmament through 
teat bans* nuclear free zones, cess¬ 
ation of production of nuclear arm¬ 
aments and other weapons of mass 
destruction, disarmament of all 
stocks of such weapons, reduction 
of military budgets, forces and 
equipment, limitation of the world 
arms trade - this would lead to 
complete disarmament except for 
internal security and a UN peace 
keeping force; and a transference of 
Arms expenditure to World Develop- 
me nt. T ourtyone counlrie s i ncludi ng 
the nuctear oowers were elected 
onto a special committee bo make 
practical proposals to carry out 
the a bove» They are to re par I to 
a research asBembly In 1982. 

WDC aims to act as a coordin¬ 
ating body for existing peace organ¬ 
isations here and abroad, rB'^ssing 
for IntcrnatlaTial action, dematiding 
such things as (1) an all European 
conference of heads of state, 

(2) raunbalion of SALT 2, agree¬ 
ment on SALT 3; (3) Bbrengtheniug 
of the Helsinki Accord at the Ivfed^ 
rid Conference; (4) ultimately a 
decision by the UN Special Assembly 
to destroy all nuclear weapons. 

The practical suggestions for action 
Included: setting up Joint Reace 
Councils at a local level, world¬ 
wide petitions and inter national 
conventions. 

Whenever Tm faced with prop¬ 
osals such as these, my eyes have 
a terrible haMt of glazing over, my 
ears ring or irrelevant questions 
like ^"where is hfedrid” float through 


my mind- No matter - perhapis the 
speakers would introduce a note of 
harsh and practical reality.., I 
was gravely disappointed. 

A Mrge amount of time was spent 
In presenting reality to us as a 
series of horror statistics: there 
are enough nuclear weapons in the 
world to kill every peraon 10 times 
over; £1,000 a mlnrute is spent on 
weapons; It takes 13, 000 tons of 
TNT to kill 80, 000 people; one nuc¬ 
lear warhead contains the equiv¬ 
alent of 25 million tons of TNT; 
each person In this country spends 
£3 a week from birth to death on 
arms expenditure; in 25 mill¬ 
ion under Syear olds died; one jet 
fighter costs the same as 40. 000 
pharmacies, and so on. 

Tam not denying the value of 
information, Elizabeth Sugden from 
the Ecology I^rty, after discussing 
the horrors of chemical warfare, 
emphasised the importance of gain¬ 
ing and dissemminating accurate 
information, but it seemed to me 
that aa the audience was a group 
of highly motivated, intelligent, 
well-meaning people who would not 
have been there If they were not 
aware of the kind of facts relayed 
above, time was wasted^ Nobody 
told us how to gain access to acc¬ 
urate information, or how to assess 
the accuracy of the information we 
do receive. 

There wae no really sensible 
discussion of the economic quest¬ 
ion - Bill Fraser from CMam 
pointed out that two thirds of the 
world lived In poverty and that pov¬ 
erty led to political IrLStabtUty and 
instability to nuclear war and left 
it at that. There seemed to be an 
assumption that money saved by 
disarmament would be spent on 
development. But no discussion 
of how one turned a self-intcreated 
profit-making arms manufacturer 
into a benign, non-profit making 
producer of socially useful articles. 
Though Lord Soper did say that the 
only society cai^ble of genuine dis¬ 
armament wag a socialist one. Tn 
which case why was there no disc¬ 
ussion nf how to achieve social 
revolution. 

We also succeeded In avoiding 
any discussion of the fact that, 
while we were trying to prevent a 
third wnr Id war, there was a 
number of very real wars being 
waged right now, and that we were 


colluding with the violence in N, 
Ireland and Southern Africa. 

Cardinal Hume stated that "no 
amount of oollticaT activity would 
bring about the mllienium", that 
he believed In the right te self def¬ 
ence and that the stete has that 
right on behaM of its citizens^ Also, 
that if It was possible to use det¬ 
errent weapons against military 
targets alone, lie would annrove, 
but he did not see that as a real 
possibility. 

The one really practical sugg- 
eatinn for Individual action came 
from Bruce Kent of the Peace Tax 
Campaign, who asked us to with¬ 
hold lax as a form of conscientious 
objection. Even Ihls was presented 
as the indivlduaTs right to a clear 
conscience, rather tliian as a form 
of mass acHon. 

As a whole the feeling of the 
conference was that we should go 
away and "organise at the grass 
roots" to out "^preBsure on those 
In power 

Nobody suggested that conaid- 
erlfig how little 'laU governments 
□f the world” had achieved in the 
last two years, one^s faith In gov¬ 
ernment and the UN Itself might be 
s tightly shaken, and when I politely 
asked Lord Gardiner for the oppor- 
tuni^ to do 3D| he said that as I 
didn't represent any organisation 
there was no time for me to soeak. 

Well, by now many of you will 
be sitting back and saying - T told 
you so! But that's no* really what 
It^s about. Tlie WDC Is one step 
ahead of the Anarchist movement 
In that at least it Is trying to do 
aomelhing. I personally fee! that 
petittoning and sending delegates to 
conferences is yet another way of 
salving one's conscience and avolct^^ 
Ing action. But something needs 
to be done. 

For any anarchist who still 
questions this, may I recommend 

P, Thomson's very readh-ble, 
shorty clear analysis of the situat- 
Ion ^'T^obest and Survive^'* As he 
points out. an IncreagSngly milit¬ 
arised economy requires an increas¬ 
ingly authoritarian regime, and an 
increasing loss of civil liberties. To 
justify this and make It accepteble. 

It Is necessary to stir up the Idea 
of political turbulence - a threat 
from within, as well as without, ^to 
beat up an Internal civil war by un¬ 
masking traitors, threatening journ- 
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altata umler the official act, 

tairroerttig ^iUi JuTlea+ tapping tel¬ 
ephones and generally clasing up 
peoples' nnlTids and mouths''. Surely 
thts Is relsvant to us as anarchists^ 

One of the reasons many of us 
Involve ourselves In the antt-nuclear 
movement ts because nuclear power 
leads to a restriction of liberty. I 
do not understand why so many of 
us are so actively Involved In this 
movement and yet completely Ignore 
what seems to me the greater threat. 

Thatcher plans to build more 
nuclear power stations In Britain 
in the She plans to site I @4 

cruise missiles in Britain In I9fl2. 

Radical direct action of some 
kind is called for - occupyingp ob¬ 
structing^ withholding tax. the dis¬ 
semination of accurate information 
are all effective weapons - but they 
require some coordtistlqn. To turn 
our becks on a campaign because It 
is centralised and attempts to wont 
through Conventional channels seems 
ludicrous unless we have a better 
and more effective approach - at 
the moment we have no approach 
at all. 

Lynne Joi^s 

(1) I^otest and Survive by E;P. 
ThompSoiir^puFITsEedTy the CND 
and the Bertrand Russell Peace 
Foundation. 


I've noticed that sticker 
TJon't Blame Me I Vobed Labouifi ^ 
and It strides me that we need a 
different %'erston: 1 ^ 00 ^t Blame 
Me r Didn't VotJ ^ In fact I 
spend some proportion of my time 
congratulating myself on all the 
things which are not my respons¬ 
ibility. It's a long list so let me 
bare you with it. 

rM NOT RESPOtBIBLE FOR: 

1, Threatening the destruction 
of millions of defenceless people 
if others annoy me or upset my 
plans^ 

2, Locking up 50, 000 people in 
tombs called prisons (In Brlfeln 
alone] where all their problems 
will worsen and cause greater 
difficulties for all of us. 

3* Dividing the world and every 
country in It between a few with 
privileges and the many with 
major disadvantages, 

4, Shutting people away in 
Institutions supposedly for their 


A Happy 
Event 

To what must be the great rellei 
of all loyal citizens of these islands, 
it was officiaUv announced today by 
a Rilace ofiiclat that Prince 
Charles hag finally obtained a 1ob. 

The details of the nationwide 
search for a position that would 
fulfill the F^ince's Imriresslve 
range of talents are too well-known 
to need repetition In these columns. 
However, it is surely apiropriate 
to pay tibuie to the anonymous, but 
faithful, civil servants a^ Palace 
offlclala who sestrebed out and 
soliclfed the help of every 
employment agency In the land - to 
them we must all say - 'Our 
grateful thanks.' And of course 
Prince Charles. This must have 
been a particularly trying time for 
him - it is, after alU approximately 
fifteen years since he left full-time 
education - but he has endured it 
with Imnresslve stoicism. Well 
done Your Highness 1' 

*.. The job ? - I am sorryj J 
nearly forgot to meniron it - olease 


awn good, whetlwr they be 
children^ the sick or the old,. 

5. Organising food distribution 
for the benefit of the overfed aj-x! 
to the detriment of the underfed. 

6. Supporting a system that is 
draining the soul of our oeople cf 
a 11 decency and courage, 

7. Creating a culbiral wilderness 
where the values of the market 
become the sole criteria of any 
artistic achievement. 

8. Building offices wheu homes 
are required, 

9. Using and developing nuclear 
power when alternative means of 
energy are under-researched and 
under -financed, 

10^ Supporting a transport policy 
that kilts and maims thousands h 
f^rticularly children, anni^lly. 
That poisons us with lead and 
bruhilises our countryside with 
motorways. 

My List goes on and on. I 
expect you could add your own 



excuse me, I'm getting carried 
awayj It^s not every day that one 
hag the pleasant duty of recording 
a falry-tale-fllyle ending of a Btory 
for FREEDOM, l^lnce Charles has 
been appointed Chief Event/ 
Institution Visitor, Public Works 
Opener, Ship launcher, V.I. P 
^&r^lage/Memor1al Service 
Attender for the United Kingdom - 
a post to which lam sure you will 
agree he wtU taring the humility so 
typical of our beloved Royal 
Family. 

Prince Charles has let it be 
Known that he does not Intend to be 
a mere figurehead In his important 
new role - therefore may I suggest 
that \i any readers of FREEDOM 
are presently organls^lng events, 
they Consider soUcitlng his 
attendance? f am sure he would 
Consider an application carefully, 
^Ince Charles Is contactable at 
Buckingham Palace, London Sw I 
or at any police station. 


favourltea, Tm not responsible 
for wage slavery, or destroying 
children '^9 spilrU or distracting 
people from their real problems 
towards CBcapist fantasy. Others 
might like to keep it short: l^m 
not responsible for the State or 
Capita ILsm, 

This lack of responsibility 
means I can love better. It 
means that If I <^nnot sleep It is 
because of the problems they 
Create for me not because of the 
guilt I feel, Ar&rchtam may 
bring us all tough decisions about 
our personal Hveh that Involve 
Suffering and sacrifice - but 
kfiarchlsm leaves us with morality, 
perhaps our greatest strength. 

Aren't you glad you don't 
Support the system^ Aren^t you 
glad to be a vibrating [firt of the 
solution to all the ix^oblems of the 
world. Aren^t you glad, if, like 
me you defy the system by 
remaining the enemy of the State, 
Aren't you glad that every minute 
of every date you are fighting all 
those miseries listed above^ As 
Stlrner said: For whose sake do 
you struggle. For MY sake, 

E,G.O. 


Snnffin to do with me 
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Vudenoe 

yre«<Iom, 

I ATti not clear as to what was 
the orisloal question open for 
debate at the beginning of the 
re ce nt Viole nee/Non - Vlole nce 
articles In Freedom, but I do 
believe that tt Is time to get our 
teriTia defined. It could be that 
we are setting ourselves questions 
which are imcossible to answer 
at present, and setting tasks 
which are impossiblfi to fulftU 

Supposing that the question 
was *Ts the use of Violence ever 
Justified*': we first have to 
indicate what our undersiandling 
ts of the word 'violence ‘ (andn 
preauiTObty *(^clflsm", If our 
answer to the question Is *'no*'). 

This is not as easy as it sounds, 

J\m Huggon advocates 'non¬ 
violence* and envisages an 
anarchist society in which 
violence has no part. He 
advocates non-violence without, 
as he admits, having had his 
principle tested to any measurable 
degree. I respect his view, but 
would personally find It very hard 
to advocate anything which I had 
not first tested and found both 
effective and sure. 

1 have found thatn like the 
word *love* violence is a word 
for which it is almost impossiible 
to find a one or two-word synonym. 
Similarly, we all have our own 
views as to what is ^klnd', 'cruel* 
or 'unjuBt^ What may be a 
*vlolent^ experience to one oerson, 
may be merely irritating or 
inconvenient to anDther, ft Is 
not enough to say that violence is 
just a deprivation of freedom or 
to say that It Involves weapons or 
stone walls, T believe that, sadly+ 

It Is a part of living and surviving 
and that to advocate its non- 
appearance makes about as much 
sense as saying 'there shall be 
no more bears\ I believen also, 
that It is more than like ly that it 
will manifest itself during the 
creation of an ar^rchist society 
and that^ given an organic struc¬ 
ture such a society will also 
Conbiin violent acts - which ts 
not to $ay that It cannot be made 
to work for us in a constructive 
way. We live In a corrupt states 
in which the world lies each day 
In win or lose sltuattons^ where 
people assert their alleged super¬ 
iority over all other living creatures 
to the point of tbetr extinction. 


where nations compete for 
territory and survival. We must 
recognise this and not blinker 
ourselves to the realities of 
conflict which face the greater 
part of the world's population 
hour by hour* We make no 
progress within our unassailable 
dreams ^ it is tlie (oaclflst, in my 
view, who is elitist, striving for 
a curious state of perfection, 
often unwilling or unable to come 
to terms with Ms or her own 
violence. For violence, as I 
have tried to Imply, can take 
many forms and be understood 
as such in many different 
Situations* 

I know that T am capable of 
violent acts, T know that I would 
use violence as a last remaning 
effective measure and that T have 
GuppCKTted^ and will continue to do 
so, the violence used by others 
when all other means Isave failed. 

T hav-e also l>een the ^idctim of 
violence and have known the 
violence of the thief, the enemy 
and the friend. 1 have been more 
wounded by Ihe coldness and 
mistrust of friends than T ever 
was by the strao that my lather 
wielded when t was disoljedtent. 
Violence Is found not only behind 
the riot shield, the barbed wire, 
in the city streets, at the doors 
of breeding kennels and in the 
niiMng shed, but tn lovers^ beds, 
in the crackling of an egg. In 
outrage, persuasion, frustration. 
In laughter and in silence^ 

To return to the question ‘Ts 
the Use of Violence ever 
Justified". We have next to 
look at the word ^ 

justified to whom, on what terms 
and to what effect, lasting or 
otherwise. For e^smple, I can 
Justify, to anyone who cares to 
listen, why T live as a Vegan [one 
who does not conaunie any animal 
product). I can also justify 
Veganlsm In -universaL econemic, 
Social^ political, moral and 
logical term Si Supposing that 
the kind oerson who has Ustened 
to my monologue then says 
(wearily) '^'butl just love eggs, I 
don't want to live without meat 

and am not prepared to_*' ^ 

what have T then achieved. Do 
t tacitly allow that person to 
continue paying for the butchery 
of the abtaatolTB. I have not 
made progress. What use my 
justification^ Similarly, If I 
advocate non-viole nce + how can 
I prevent. If all mv non-violent 
means fall, to slop sonneone from 
torturing a chlld^ If that person 
is determined to continue despite 



attempts^ I therein. In my view^ 
set an Impossible task given 
to-day's realities. We are not 
in the Ideal state, nor yet have 
wc the educative means to 
establish a loving anarchist 
society. We may wish to 
establish such means and ends, 
but 1 do not be lleve that It is 
either wise or effective to indulge 
In l?eaudfu1 theory whilst we are 
still being blinkered by images of 
perfection. 

This debate is ^-ast, the 
questions and tasks before us 
immense* T can 'justify* both 
violence and non-violence. Can 
anyone justify that. 

Ann. 

DAH 

Dear Comrades, 

Further to my letter which 
appeared in Freedom 26 A^il, 
at the recent DAM Conference it 
was decided that DAM should set 
up a support fund for our Chilean 
Comrades. We have set our¬ 
selves a ter get of £100 which we 
hope to obtain by the end of July* 
We have already made a start 
with a Collection of £1^ at our 
Conference. 

Can r take this opportunity to 
remind everyone that the Chilean 
Labour Movement Is being re- 
constructed and if we want a 
significant anarchist Influence 
within it we wlU have to for 
It. The Social-democrats and 
Moscow Communists receive 
mllUong, yet qur Comrades 
receive nothing* It is time to 
see who are tlw real revolulioi> 
arles and who simply 0iiy 
Intellectual games* 

All donations should be sent 
to the address below. Everything 
we receive will be forwarded* via 
the Norwegian IBF* to Chile. 

Yours In Solidarity 
Dave Thomson 
h^tloiml Secretary 
Direct Action Movement 
Box 20 

164/166 Corn Exchange Buildings 
Hanging Ditch 
htenchester 
M4 3BN 
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Doletariat 

Dear yreedom, 

WhlUng awy some of my 
hour s of une rnployment with a 
worthy Marjriat torrie, the under¬ 
standable bendeTcy of my thouj^hts 
to wander led me to Indulge fn 
certain irreverent speculations, 
which I should UKe to share with 
you. r cannot answer for thetr 
ortgfna.lity, as it Is far beyond 
both my cai^clty and deatre to 
explore the whole cor pus of 
Marxist heresies, revisions and 
blind alleys as it would be to 
examine the mountains of dog¬ 
matic quibbles excreted by 
Christianity. 

T have always felt a sense of 
disapixrfntment that the magnifi¬ 
cent Sf5ap opera o£ thesis- 
antithesis-synthesis should be 
tal^n off the air so abruptly with 
the victory of the prdetarlat. 

Could we not induce the 
programme planners to bring it 
tftck in the autumn ’^th some new 
characters to sustain our interesL 
The unemployed could take over 
the role of exploited class, as 
the prolefariat, ever-reducing 
numerically, la Incorporated 
into the amalgam of status quo 
class interests, 

Torp surely^ the ultin^ate 
ftlteifition from the productive 
process is not to be allowed to 
produce at all, and only to be 
alLowed access to sufficient of the 
products of labour to keep one alive 
as a constant 6b}ect-lesson 
reinforcing the work ethic. This 
last, of course, is the ideolc^ of 
the ruling classes, including the 
proletariat, only accepted by the 
unemployed because of their 
mystification. 

NoWp as to the future of this 
□pen-ended model, my lack of 
dialectical training renders me 
unfit for making predictions. 
However, a possibility which 
occurs to me is that the next 
candidate for the position of 
exploited class ^ once the un¬ 
employed have come bo power and 
their Ideology of doing bugger-all 
is the ruling one - could be a 
population of domestieated ape- 
labourers (as popularised by 
rubber masks aikf HoUsrwood). 

Although this analysts is 
offered with my tongue In the 
cavity dedicated to levity, it may 
be of some comfort to my fellow 
unemployed to considier themselves 
as really the revolutionary class 


of the future, rather than the 
prolBteriat seemingly intent on 
blind consumerism to the exclusion 
of all so-called historical tasks. 
HoweveCp in the long run, it will 
mean acknowledging that the 
revolutionary Inttiattve may |:ass 
even from so historically 
necessary a claas as ourselves to 
Powan Atkinson and his frlends. 

Yours in soUdty 
Nlc F^rtos* 




Dear FREEDOM, 

Whoever wrote "Not so brief in 
the last issue of Freedom (26 
April laao, Vol 41, No 8) may be 
Interested to learn that 'experts* 
are not exactly sure what 
'alcoholism* Is - so suggestfonB 
that it is present in certain social 
groups - such as women in die case 
of the statement made by the 
Director of the Alcoholics studies 
centre In Rftlsley is, to say the 
least, (Foblematlc. 

From 1941 to19'^6 *alcoholIsin" 
was defined ^authoritatively' in the 
English-speaking world at least 
^venty times - but, by 1977, the 
search for the Holy Grail had, for 
somep lost its initial apiisaU Thus, 
Clark {an American social 
researcher) stated that 'What is 
meant by the term 'Alcoholism*' 
depends on who is using it, and the 
immediate our pose of the definition' 
- Feller fan editor of an Influential 
American jnurnal on 'aicobolism' 
and no mean deflner In the past) 
referred to 'the loss In precision In 
usage of the term alcoholism* and 
the World Health Organisation noted 
that 'the term ('alcoholism') has 
Come to be used so loosely that an 
attempt to restrict Its meaning once 
more to a specific syndrome is 
likely to be futile, ^ One year later^ 
Rohan was more ^mo*^atIc: 'All 
attempts to Identify and define 
^Alcoholism” have falleidl.' 

Minor se mantic ^oblems such as 
conceptual vagueness do not deter 
people hke directors of Alcoholics 
studies centres from making 
confident assertions about the 
extension of Alcoholism*, But ask 
them a question such as 'What do 
you n^an by 'alcoholism' 'and 
their confidence wavers. Of course 
this semantic weapon can also be 
used against anarchists - but 
artiirchists don^t set out bo control 
people^ which Is what I think the 
authortbes do when they suggest 
that certain groups of people are a 
Social fxoblem. 

Yours, John (London). 


Dear Sir, 

Re John L. Broomes letter 
in March 29th issue, It is my 
persoral opinion that it la a step 
in the right direction if we all 

a) asked stu^d bloody questions 

b) answered them. 

Try it John. 

Yourfl etc., 

(for reasons of paranoia I omit 
my TAme) 

Stirling University 

Contrilmtions 

Has your group doine anything 
InterssUng recently ? - have you 
got anyttlng intereBtlng to say f If 
so, write In and tell us » retnember 
FREEDOM depends on your 
contrlhuttons ! 



Events 


FREEDOM is hoping to run fuller 
listings of events taking place 
throughout the country - so If you 
are organising something - kt us 
know as far as possible in advance 
so that we can publicise it for you* 

Deadlines 

Contributors may like to note 
freedoms publl^tlon deadlines: 

1 WTTO section -l*e* short, topl^l 
articles., letters, notices, etc* - 
Monday Immediately preceeding 
pubUoatioii date 

2 review section -l,e« longer^ less 
immediate articles * Monday 
preceeding the news section 
deadline. 







FREEDOM COISTTACTS 


INTERNATIONAL 

AUSTRALIA 

Mew South ^^leg 
Blaclc teflii PO "Eos 2^0 ^ 
BarlinghuretI MSW 2010. 
MaijategratoT £ ?0 Box S90p 
Bondi JunotlonT Sydney. 

Bydn&y AuarchD-^Syndicaliatap 
Jura Boofee Collective, 

417 King Street * Newtown , 

KSW ^042. 

Sydney Libertariang., PO Box B4 
Barlinghuret, HSW 2010* 

Qaeennland 

Libertarian Soeiallat Organic- 
sat ion ^ PO Box 260, Momi+ 

Gravatt, Central 4122* 

S e 1 f“Man agemen t Qirg an i e a t i on, 

B.O* Box 332, North Quay. 

Vi ctoria 

La Trobe Libertarian Social- 
igta, c/o SRCt La Probe Univer- 
sltyt Bundoora, Vic. 3083. 

Monagh Anarchist Society, 0/0 
Monaah University, Clayton, 

31S0 MelhournG- 

Libertairlan Workers for a Self 
Managed Society* PO Box £0, 
Parkville 3052. 

South Auatralia 
Adelaide Ajiarchistot PO Box 
67, North Adelaide 3006. 

W estern Australia 
Freedom"Collective, PO Box 14, 

Mou nt Haw t ho rn 6016 ^ 
libertarian Resource Centre, 

PO Box 2031 Jr^remantlc, 6160* 

I’asjiiania 

c/o 34 Kennedy Street, 

Lau□ce at on 7 250 + 

NEW ZEALAND 

PO Box 2042p Auckland 
PO Bex 22, 607 Christchurch 
Daybreak Bookahop, PO Box 5424 
DudedinJ 

CANADA 

Open Road, Box 6135> Station G, 
Vancouver, 

U. S. A. 

A.rlsgna 

Malicious Hooligana [anti¬ 
nuclear) 1110 W 2nd 3t^, 

TempE, AZ 65201. 

Ca lifornia 

Autonomia, PO Bex 1751, San 
FranciscCp CA 94101* 

Libertarian Anarchist Coffee¬ 
house t meets last Sunday each 
month at Cafe Commons, 3161 
MisslOd St., San Francisco, 
Minnesota 

'soil of Liberty p Box 7056 
powderhorn Station, Minnea¬ 
polis* Minn. 55407* 

Missouri 

ColuBbla Anarchist League, 

PO Box 380, Coliimbia^ 

Missouri 65201* 


lionxirBJ. 

New York 

ll&ertariaji Book Club, Box 
B42, CFO, New fork, NY 10012. 
BlUF/Pr e e a pac e Al t e rn at ive U, 
339 Lafayette Street, 

New York City. NY 10D12. 

Texas 

Houston ERAP, South Post Oak 
Station* PO Box 35253. 

Houston, TX 77035. 

WESTERN EUROPE 

Fe deral Republic_or_Cermflnv 

Baden: Karin Bauer, Info- 
Bsaro, Postfach 161, Baden* 

Berlin: Anarkiatiecbea Bund 
Cpubl. of 'anarkistische 
t exte'), c/o Gebr. Bchmucck, 
c/o Libertad Verlag, Postfach 
153p 1000 Berlin 44. 

East Westfalen: (.Aftarohistiache 
Fbd era tio n Oaiwe s t fa1en-Lipp e): 
Wolfgang ^ftsch, c/o Wobnge- 
aeinscjjHefft Sohwarawurzel, T 

WOhr&ifcT Etr* 136 p T 

J^70 Bad Oeyjhausen 2. 

Hamburg; Initiative Freie Arb¬ 
eit er Union: PAU, Repsoldstr. 
49. rfochpaterre links, 

2000 Hamburg 1. 

'Gewaltfrcie Aktion^ groups 
throughout PRO, assoc* with 
WRI. For info* write Karl- 
Heina Sang, Methfesaelstr* 69, 
2000 Hamburg 19- 

F rance 

Federation anarchiste fran<;- 
aisc, 3 rue Ternaux, 

75011 Paris. [Groups through¬ 
out France). 

I talv 

Gruppo Hem Day, c/o Giovanni 
TrapEini, via A Tittoni 5f 
00153 Roma* 

T he IfetherlSRas 
Dc Vrije Socialist, 

Postbus 4llf Utrecht* 

SCANDINAVIA 

I^ enmark 

Aarhus: Rsgnbuen Anarkist Bog- 
cafe, Meljlgsde 46, 

8000 Aarhus. 

Copenhagen: Ansrkist Eyndical- 
ist Bogcafe, Studiestrade 18, 
1455 Copenhagen. 

Rainbow Anarch!atg of the Free 
City of Christianas d/o Allan 
Anarchog, Tinghuget, Prlstaden 
Christiana, 1407 Copenhagen. 

Bwedsn 

Syhdikalist Forum, Renstiernas 
Gata 51T 11631 Stockholm. 

FINLAND 

Anarkistiryhma, c/o Terttu 
Fesonsnp Neljag Linja 14 D 63 t 
00530 Helsinki 53. 


TELL US IF YOU WANT 
YOUR CROUP TO BE LISTED 


MEETINGS 

non-viou:nt anarchist 

CONFERENCE August ZZ - 24 
Southern Ontario, Canada 
-to get acquainted 
-to create an orgimisation for 
-promoting anarchist ideas 
-resisting itilLitarisni 
-building alternate society 
Participants win share costs, 
Labour and decision-making during 
the conference by consensus. 

For infoimation: The Book Shop 
72 Rideau St. 
Ottawa 

Canada KIN 5W9 


ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE August 29 - 31 
At Beechwood Hall, Leeds. 

Far further InformatiDn contact: 
FWC 

Studio 441 
□ &N Whareiiouae 
Metropolitan Wharl 
Wappifig Wall 
London E L 

nEsnuEs 

URGENT::: 

Sfieila Bianenardp pieage contact 
FEEEDCM* as we have a fetter 
for you. 

RECtONAL ORGANTSORS 
£7424 - faiJOe pi 

fphu nvuniri, L r'f. w/ijlitirtg) 

W£ m fof td^D 1 uC«iU 10 hMIIHiK 

a\d t}|« frguth AiUKbiuil in wioiH KfHHIi 

EtkTDUi^aiit Briiuti: 
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AiilELi^g Amrdiiitm - nq^rui? pf^ulir mectini^,, 
fUEld tiihing, Uim lelUqg and llie lilluif up ol 
4 RcfkMlU 

^ Suocmful cajidbdiitri will poMei, 4 }iif li 

of lEblfiaiEnd, be H!a[Skble af waricing |S liaiin. 

4 d4» often for ‘mttit dta ^nd and be itde !□ 
toviBK fi«a KEb&deiN 

^ Sooie fcncTwJrdje af ddlJuig: wirli Etw PfCIi, tbc 
C 4 LiJl 3 >Tnilc LTniHii, clc. u All 

bba^l brau- nacL wnoiild be egruidem^ 

3 A nodAiMi bf Euipla^iEnefiA u ItuE apfiaiaLed 
OqianiKn m requil«d to AEIohI the mdual 
Coofenue of arLii^ AntrdMHI atud ILikrenLi A 
deliikd wnUeo/wbui: rafWt. 
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Freedom 


WMAY t980 


The past cannot be lived again: 

snuNTonur 


^TThe past cann4t be limd but you can, and will, 

remember it, 

The Ghost of Cbrtstifnaa I^st 


This article is Just one nortEamericatio's optnlon about 
Spain today. Although I have vlettecJ SfBln three ttmes 
in Gie last ten years It only comes to little more than a 
year living to Spain (actually half that time in Cataluna). 

I spealt some Squish and read It better, but only the very, 
very kind would say l was fluent As an active atiarca- 
femlniat In the U*S* I have a certain perspective that 
should be apfparent; to ^ reader^ Equally apparent, i hope, 
ts my great love lor the Iberian Peninsula and my 
comf^neroo/as who live there. 


"Una fe sin duda es una fe muerte” (A faith without doubt 
Ls a dead faith) 

"Entre creer y crear hay um sol letra de deferencia, 
(Between believing and creating there Is only one tetter 
difference! 

The anarchls^Mbertarlan movement in Spain today Is 
full of people with either faith without doubt - or without 
faith at alt. The result ol thts la evident. Two year a 
ago CNT fictional Confederatton of Wortoera^ an anarcho- 
syndicalist union) claimed 200, 000 'members^, now it is 
20,000 - if you count both the CNTs. The recent split, 
the expnlsions and Inftghttrig promise to reduce that number 
further, Thoee anarchists, libertarians, acratns (against 
authority), eoologistas, or femlntstas who lack the pure 
conviction necessary to e^cpel or wage Idealogfcal war with 
their companeras/oe grow jBralyxed by lack of hope. 
^'Apocalypse Ncfw'” is a phrase used often In Spain, and not 
Just In movie reviews. To many people It seems their 
fate wlU be decided in Moscow or Washington^ or even In 
Bonn, 

Such feelings are hard to analyse. Are they caii:se or 
elteot. To know that Bareelona, as a etsth Jleet port and 
a hey city of a western ally. Is ^rgeled by the Soviet Union 
for destruction if there is a war between superpowers 
ccRikf certainly lead many Catalans,, having Little U any 
influence on D. S. or Soviet poHcyf to Icel helpless. Of 
course many people In the UpS^ (and probably the Soviet 
Union) feel the same. So it is probably more complicated, 
Hope^ HUE hopeleastiess, seems a bit contagious. After 
Franco's death many people thought things would change 
In Spain. They dtd but they also stayed the same. Hopes 
for easy change turned to quick disappointment, perhaps 
much as they did in the in the sixties where insist 
revolutioil failed to materialize after a few years of protest. 


In Spain, especially for anarchfets^ there [s also the 
lost revolution of the thirties to brood about. There Is 
also the confusing iminct of ^Faln^s rapid Industrlallaatton 
and the so-called 'marginal movements;' women, gays, 
prisoners, invalids^ gypsies, the youngs What this all 
adds up to Is hard times for those trying to make a revolu¬ 
tion. 

But even with CKT collapsing, the economy getting 
worse, inflation out of control, and police as brutal as 
ever and getting more efficient^ there were still many 
places I felt I was among pajple who had decided to be free, 
and thought they had a chance^ 



That feeling was very strong one morning in the 
f^rcclona neighborhood of Sants, My companera and 1 had 
been busted along with 14 Cate tans wt»n Compnna^ the 
illegal radio station in Santa, had been closed by the National 
Rjlice* It wasn't very heavy^ the police brought typewriters 
with their machlneguns, t3ut It was a little tense and it was 
past three In the morning before we hit the streets. Our 
hosts poHtety took us to the bus stop and then ran off Into 
the nighty not to bed, but to crga^i 2 ^e^ 

That same feeling 1 found at the organtc (pan integral} 
bakery In ^ted^id called 'El Tlgre''which is a center for 
anti-militeriat organizing, and In Valencia at the offices of 
Bicicleta y which Is perhaps the best anarchtsVacrata 
magazlni In the worM, There Isa lot of strong organizing 
going on, especially by ecologists^ femlnlats etc. But the 
dominant feeling of the movement is reflected by the prob¬ 
lems of CNT* 

^’CNT has a brilliant future,..., behind it. title of an 
article in N&da 

"A dogmatism and intolerance are provoking tensiona and 
conflicts that threaten the very existence of CNT-Grupo 
de Afirridad Ai^rco-syndlcallamo, December '7®* 
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Beview 


Last Decemberp CNT held tiie Bth convetitlnn of It's 60 
ysaee of tlle^ Delegat&a rerrem^ntlne over 50 local untoTtH 
wal^d out criticising the lach of ssrloys debate, as they 
saw It, and protesting progressSve dcterlaratton ot 
freodom of espresalon^* at the conference. A rival CNT 
has iKFW farmed tthc "Zarageraa"' CNT) and the expulsions 
have begun. 

Behliyf all this {and much more lhat la too intricate and 
Irrelevant to go into) are a mimber ot deep divisions on 
several different levels within the CNTs. There aro the 
exiles stiU tinting in Toulouse In Francop who many people 
are convinced are sitting on a pile of money that they took 
out of Spain when the Republic fell. They expel people 
from CNT left arvi right {for example Btclcleta 'g collective) 
and have been out of touch for years. There are also 
many older memberB and young allies (often in one oi the 
two FArs - Anarchist Federation of Iberia) who are 
^’puristaa"* They expel the less pure like the alleged 
'^nationalistas^' In the collective Askatasuna which publishes 
a magazine and books In Bllboa. Then there are the 
'Teformtstas" as well, 

ActuaLlly there doesn't seem to be lost one reformist 
tendency* There are several overlapping groups of people 
who arc given this label by various friends and enemies. 

Some of them want ic run CNT candl^tes In union elections 
aikl/or concentrate more on bread and Ixitter issues that 
affedt the factories ard the working class. There are 
also militants who want to de=emphaslze the factory 
organizing ard concentrate more on the "new' contradictions 
ol modern &p&tn - ecology p centra Us m, Jeminisrn, 
nationalism^ sexual llberationp the multinationals. 

A loose coalition of "purlalas" and far left ''auEonomSstes" 
{who are acti^lly eiulte anti-union all together) think there 
is also a communist attempt underway to lake over CNT - 
led by the Anarcho-syndicalist affinity groups. The charge 
l 3 hurled tlie other way of course, the ex-secretary of the 
Anarcho-syndicalist affinity group network accuses the 
Catalunan, valenetan, and Miadrid sections of CNT of being 
run by falstag of the [ollowing beliefs: '^narcho-tenlnlst^ 
aT^cho-trotskytst, and anarcho^tellnlst. 

Not surprisingly droves of i^ople have left CNT totally 
disillusioned and burnt out with the Internal wars. Many 
wornen, especially those who consider toemselvos in the 
feminist mOven>ent, have left (or always refused to join) 

CNT. Mujerea Libres, which Is very smail these daySp is 
not in CNT^ It Is easy to see why. Men dominate 
meetings and marcheSp sexist slogans fill the air at demos, 
and just basically CNT hasn't freed Itself from 1036. ft 
wag very Frogresstve In 1936 of oourse, but that's not 
enough for today. Many militants feet this in Spiln, 

Some call themselves feminists or acratas, others just 
talk about '"Revolution Integral'". But they all share a 
belief that it la necessary to go beyond the inspLringp and 
sad, history of the old anarchist left. By now most of 
these people have long since lefl CNT, 

Still* with all Its troubles, CNT Is a reinarkablfi 
organization with many floe people struggling lo keep it 
alive* The irinciples It adopted at it's 5th conference 
(before the walk-out) were anti statist, anti-mlllteirlst, 
inter natioTf^listr direct action^ anti-hierarchy and 
libertarian communism. Andp at least until the splltp 
CNT was a small^ If real network in almost every p^rt ot 
Spin's Industrial economy. "At least'" said one ex- 
Centtisla "It will be there when something happens like 
May '68," 

the WORKER'S MOTOMENT 

All of the unionfl have lost members In the last two 
years p not Just CNT. It Is not sitrpf Sslng considering that 
the Com muni Bto (CCOO) atid the aociallste {UGT) lose 
people almofit every week; one or the other breaks son?® 
strike and the affected workers are all out at the gales of 
the factory burnisig their rr^embershlp cards the next 
mornlngp tf toey still have them. But CNT has lost just 
as heavily as the others. To many workers apj^rently* 


it seems like just another ''party'^ with ambitious men and 
vicious infighting. 

Lately the government, the businesses, and the unions 
(except CNT and some of the small arcane ones) have teen 
trying to piaa a law that would force union elections and 
obligatory membership on Ihe workers to replace the open 
worker's assemblies that usually appear to run Important 
strikes* These authorities are worried becautse only a 
SmaFl percentage of workers belong to any unions (some say 
It Is less tian 30% In most industries - one ol the lowest 
percentages in an Industrial country). 

The Communists are homing out for some reforms to 
the bill. The Socialists support It already. Ever since 
the expiration of the Moncloa i^ct {ap agree ment by tho 
Soctallsts and Communlste to keep worker demands for 
raises significantly below the rate of inflation) there have 
been a growing number of strikes. In '"F9 hours lost due to 
Btrikes was up 349^ over "78, although It Is still much 
lower than the level ol "76. With the deepening economic 
crisis and the weakening unions things are expected to 
heat up. What ever does happen the unions will be there 
slowing It down. It will Itave to happen outside of themp 
even in aplte of them, if It is going to be effective. 

Since we've glanced already at CNT and sfciggered 
clumsily on to the hibor situation, we might as well look at 
the traditional "'left'’ - Ihe Communists, Soclallels and 
nationalists. 

HUNGRY FOR POWER 

S^in is crawling with "'tefttBt'" i^rties . unions and 
organizations. The Soeialistas are the biggest (although 
they've lost ground in the recent elections In Catalui^ and 
the Basque country). Few people, especially Socialists^ 
think that the Soctallste are In any real sense revolutionary. 
They are anxfously awaiting their turn to govern. Mean- 
white they support nuclear power (their spokesman on the 
issue said; 'The choice is between cold showers and 
nuclear power"'), worry about the workers ('The p-oblem 
[s the Spanish worker Is naturally an anarchist" one latoir 
union or^cvlzer eomplatned to a Danfsh anarca-feminist), 

aikl spend their ample pesetas (often domted by 'Boelaltsts' 
In Germany) tovlshly on slick etectlon campaigns and big 
conferences where they debate whether or not they are 
marxlsts. 

The CotnmunlBte were recently Judged fit for 
FftrtldT»tion In Spnifi’s governmenl by no less an authority 
th;ftn the Internatioral Herald Tribune , So thetr cami^ign 
fejr respectability Is doing fine too, Thetr position on 
nuclear power is very much Itke the Socialists* Ex- 
Stall nlat Santiago Carl llo* the Chairman* says: "To be 
against nuclear power is to be against irc^ess,'' Both 
[flirttes are dominated by middle-class Intellectualfl, both 
are gaining in middle-class respectability while the 
workers quit their unioiiB and the young become aerates^ 
autonomtslfis^ femtnistasj. ^sotas, or fasclstas. The 
angry young that is. If you want a good career the 
Communists or Socialisto are conatdered a better bet 
than the moderates* 

One of the biggest worries of both parties fand the 
government as well) Is the declining interest in votlng. 

Each election the turnout drops by roughly 10% . Along 
with the declining union membership this is a sign ttet 
the Ereeent "democracy" isn't as solid as many observers 

thought. ^ 

There is a raft full of trotskyists, '^uthentle" 
cetnmunlsts, and pseudo-maoLst groupo as well to fteah 
out the cradillonal left. Boring. More Interesting are 
the various ratlonallBt movenwnts. 

Almost every region has a movement. The Basque 
country^ Catalupa* Calaeta^ Andulacia, the Canary 
Islands^ Valencia* the E&teric Istenda, Ejttreirftdura, 
even Aragon. Many of these movementa are jArl marxlnt, 
but usually nationalism comes first. They range from 
ETA commandos to Catalan cafatalists. InCalaluna* just 
on the far left (the '"tudependistes^'), there are those that 
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want an CataLuna fnicludiitf Vaiencta, the 

Catalan region of France» and* the Baleric Isles^ 

and there are those who want Ca la Luna alone. And there 
la every combination of the above . It is the same fn other 
regions. 

wliflt will come of thta la beyond me. But aeveral 
things are clear. Many {hut certainly not the majority) 
of mllitintf tn the natjonahst movements are anti-state 
basf^llyr pushing tor eulturaL^ decentraUzed community. 

In all of the regions certain capitalists and middle-class 
typest have joined these movements, fortntng a right- 
wing that the government is now tryltig to buy of! with 
limited autonomy. The limited autonomy Isn't going to 
satisfy most r^ttonalista Ln the long run. Finally, 
natlonallat sentiment La stilt growings It is going to play 
a major role In the peninsulars Future. 

'mchlsta. No Oracles" (Gay Slogan) 

The left In Sf^in nom recognizes that there are 
''women^a*'Issues (dlvorcep aborHoit, eto^, ) and 'Tgay" 

lasueSf but It is hard to see much grass roots activity 
outside of such centers as Barcelona, Madrid, and 
Btlbca. 

Feminisna haa a ''bad"" Image to ma ny on the left - 
aome active women strongly retect the label (especially 
outside of Barcelote*) because a large segment of the 
"^feminist" movement is middle-class and/or controlled 
by tradltionali left parties or the new Femtdat Rarty; 

Udea Falcon^ an ex-communist mlUtant^ is the spolces- 
person for the Femlnlsl t^rty. Her ^ogram: *1n order 
to eonatruct a femlnlsl soete^ nothing remains but for us 
to tai^e power. 

Ol course the majority of feminists reject such a 
male-Identified way of looidng at social change, but the 
damage is done and many activists interested in an 
'Integral" {complete social-pollttcal-peraonal) revolution 
reject feminism arud look to the general libertarian 
movement. In thU shullle* the crlHque oE ifilrlarchy. 
feminist crltlelsma of the old/new lett, feminist process, 
a Fid women's culture usually get neglected. 

In &rcelotia the only women's bar has closed and the 
women^g center (started by hiulerea Lltires) la cutting 
back Its hours* There is a network of collficttvea and 
neighborhood groui^ and a small na^zine that Eaibtlshes 
a wide range ol views from Communist to anarca-temlnlat, 

but the Irnimct of feminism, white growing, is yet to be 
felt beyond ceriaLn circles in the left and the youth culture. 

Women's tsauee on the other hand are taken up strongly- 
Ukc the draconian laws against abcirtlon that have sent a 
number of women* and even a lew men, to jaiL There is 
even a liberal campaign starting Ln Cataluna for more 
contraceptive InformatiDn (illegal until IS761), With new 
divorce leglelatlon coming up and the continual struggle for 
the right for abortton growing the influence of women and 
feminist Ideas will (iwobably continue to grow in the Spanish 
left. 



The vibrant gay culture In Ifercelona (and l^iw heard tt 
Is strong In Madrid and Bllbs^) has political expressloh in 
both a Communist controlled federation and a more 
libertarian network. Cataluia ts very liberal and so gay 
rights are given Up service by the whole lelt. Job 
discrimination eto^ *, has been met with proteets, but 
testcally things are pretty quiet. 

Sexuality Is dlfterenl In Spain than in the U*S* of couu'se* 
Exactly how Is difficult to describe, Sj^anish aejtual humor 
(even In rmny 'lefHah" Jragazines like El Is 

Incredibly violent and focused on cocks and HfeT' hfen are 
always getting castrated (or worse) and women are always 
getting raped and loving It. Some friends argued that this 
level ol popular violent pcTrnOgrai^y Is a response to the 
years of sexual repression under Franco and soon It will 
start to disappear* Dut Lt Ls disquieting and, in my opinion, 
la actually a reflection of deeper pirte of Iberian culture, 
like machismo Is, 

All Is not machismo though* There is real change. 

Young men don't hassle women on the streets nearly as much 
as they used to, couples can live together openly now (at 
least in the big clWea) and not be persecuted, and In 
Barcelona at night along the Bamblas, you can see beautiful 
drag queens p^dlng in traditional flamenco dresses. 

As men see women as objects to he owned used so 
man sees mture. The movement for a more ecological 
perspective In Spiln is in many ways ^art of the redefinition 
of persoi&l relationships. Being older or^nizatlonally It 
is further along, but still actually all part of the same 
Cultural milieu. 

ELECOIiOGlSTA FURTOGO 

The ecology/a ntl-nuke/aTiti-mlliteTtam move me nl is 
growing larger ,. *, and more confused* Eco-bureaucrats 
tried to Htart a "'green^' political party last year and were 
strongly rebuffed by a Lmoat everyone. But no-one thinks 
that they've given up. 

Views within the movement range from pacifist to ETA- 
Military {^gque NSLltanallst commaiKlos) who have steg^d 
three armed attacks on the reactor at Lemonlz (causlr^ 
substantial damage and killing one worlter) and have also 
kidmpped the director of the nuclear program In Basque 
country to interrogate him about future plans* h&ny 
ecologista think violence might be the only way to change 
Spain's suicidal polioles on nukes and industrialize Ion * 
Recently the mayor of Aaco* a small Catalunan town with 
a nuke being built literally on lop of It, said that the people 
of Aspo will do everything, including violence* to atop the 
plant from openings But many other activists don^t believe 
that violence can be effective in what Is basically a police 
state. 

There Is a widesi^eatl distrust of the various forties - 
eepccialLy the StciaUals and Communists* This isn't 
surfrising conslderitig their position on nukes and their 
support of Industrialization. Trotskyists and dissident 
militants from the big parties are active in some federations, 
which t^s led to Infighting Over ' duar' membership. The 
ecologistet acratas, and aferchlalB who form mai^ of the 
affinity groups, coltecHvea, andatenos (commuTdty centers) 
active tn the grass rootfl don't trust the party militants with 
their predetermined positions* ^firty discipline* and 
over-riding concern for the health of '^thetr"" ^arty***** 
after all It la the only hope of the masses. 

h^ny nationalists are also active. Often they act Irom 
an ecological perspective* but sometimes It Is just "'let 
Catalans build Catalonian nukes Icsr Catalum* " In the 
^aque country the nail ona Hat-ecologist mixture has 
a|liwned a powerful mass movement that has had demon¬ 
strations of 200, OOO, work refusals by stevedoresp and 
numerous local actions. 

In Gfllacla a smaller, but similar* nvovement has been 
resisting the Northern Freeway fffr several years. Simitar 
local struggles are growing all over Spain actiAlly. Nukeg 
are just the moat visible part of Spsln^s wrenching 
Industrlallaation that has left ruined land, unlnhabtlabte 
cities* poisonous air* worse water, and multtnational 
com^iries all over the ortoe besuHful country- 
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ALthaugh It U atin rnainly a marglial yodftg-persons 
iTiDvementt at feast It la iriovement for moat young 
actlvfstSp amt one ttiat Vs orltfcaL of the whote froccss of 
ca pits He iV bureaucrftclB m/l ndustrla llaatlOT^eonBu m ptlo 
And It fa gro*lTig. 

Post -Franco Spftln 

^'Onr headline tonl^t. General Franclaco Franco IB still 
dead. ■" Jane CEirlaltk of ^Saturday Night Live'* 

'■The one thing you must underatand now about Spftln la that 
thlnga haven^l really changed since Franco dled^ except 
maybe to get worse. ■" Jordl * 

Again and again people would instst that ttic liberalisation 
of Sffiln slTbCK Franco's death Is a myth. There Is ample 
evKfence for this. The contttiiM)d heavy hand of the police 
la easy to see. The '^ntf-ferrorlsf' laws that allow the 
authorities to keep all prisoners 'tneomm-unicado*^ for 48 
hours without ^wyora - lb recognized by everyone aa 
'*cottfeaslon’' time* (The Communists and Socialists 
support this law). Militants (uBially Basque or C^atalan 
nattonalists or anarchists) are arrested datly^ tartxired^ and 
held under this tew for nonths or years without trial. 

OenBOTBhlp continues, right now several books, mftgft- 
zlneB, and a co-mlc are banned and their editors efftrged 
with either Insulting the military^ the church, or sedition. 

A major movie called 'The Crime of Cuenea^' which Is a 
Sacco/Venzettl type of true story from the turn oT the 
century is outiawsd too* 

Added to ali this "official'^ regression is the police- 
connected network of "Ultra derre chi etas" (far Tlghtlsta), 
whose actlvitleB range from burning newsstands (for selling 
a inagazlne that nannid several rlghttsts feier executed by 
ETA) to 3GBBslnation. 

If anyUilng the repression U Increasing in frequency and 
efficiency, Police recertlly shut down all the Illegal radio 
stations In Cs^luna. About the same time It was announced 
that the National Police will be getting h fleet of helicopters, 
enough for every major city. 

The systematic use of ^ofeuce can be seen in police 
responses to demos in Madrid, Last summer 80, 000 
people turned out to demonstrate against nukes. The police 
randomly beat, busted and fined dozens of people. The 
last anti-nuke demo In Vtadrid only had 300 people. There 
ere other reasons for the decline In fArtlclrtetion but 
everyone I met said that test yearns violence was the most 
Important factor. Feminist atid anti-fascist de mos have 
been attacked as well. Police broke up a recent feminist 
march by driving buses into tt^ 

Si^ln has changed since Franco died however. The 
Communists and Socialists have been brought into the system 
and have enlhuslAotlcally responded in every way they can 
to help Control the workers and the "marginal'' movements. 
And^ except for some "technicat" criticisms (like calling 
for more naHOT^Ilaations), the Wg ^rtles have supported 
the ^resent ''moderate^' government in its attempt to drag 
the eountry+ ideking and screamlTig and slCk with pollution^ 
Into the world of nukes, multlnatioiiftis, and consumption 
beyond reason. 

The CLErrent drlve^ spearheaded by Germany^ to get 
S^ain into the Common ^felrket and ]^to is a perfect 
example of this. The SociaLIsts are said to be against 
Sjjaln beltig In ISteto^ but "open^^ to various bilateral pacts 
with Germany and the U.S, ''Es IguaT'as they say. 

'It's all the fflme* " The U.S,, with dozens of tfises 
(including two big bomber liCL^s and a submarine hase)p 
8, 000 troops^ and mllUons of dollars (much of the nuclear 
cyclep fro m exploration for uranium to power plant 
construction is financed and/or done by U.S. barges and 
multinationals likeC.E.p Weetfnghouse, Chase Manhattar^ 
and ^nk of America) In S’pain Is already the country's 
"Big Brother''. Gcrn^ny Is arndous to be another 
"brother, 

The S|^nlsh elite Is quite aware of their role in 
americana* The S^^nlsh navy Is building an aircraft 
carrier fbo free U*S* carriers from the Mediterranean^ 


the army and marines are beefing up their am^d^lblous 
potential (bo free U.S. Marines In the Mediterranean), 
and the atr force Is buyli^ lote of new airplanes too. 

(Guess why). 

Meanwhile multinationals are pouring Into Spftln 
faster than tourists. Frattco was into self-surnctency 
for Spain (he didn't trust anyone). The new government 
has decided to join the west whole-heartedly. So GM will 
soon build a giant complex In £;arftgoza that will dwarf the 
Ford ptenta recently opened in Vafencla tlat are turning 
a beautiful citrus region Into a new los Angeles^ Well 
i wonT list all the comi^nLeSp what's the use. They 
are thercp and new ernes each day, U.S*, Oernnan, 
ja^^nese and on down the Hne, Franco la clearly still 
dead, but the system continues to devour the land and 
the people* 

CONCLUSION 

I went to Spain to loam how a mass ILberterlai:i 
movement is organized and co-ord|t^ted. Ekit i didn't, 
What happened In '30 isn^t applicable to the U.S* 
of today, or to Spain for that matter. It's an Inspiration 
but hot a blueta'lnt But I learned a hell of a lot. 

Three things especially were striking. 

First, there Is no lack of theory In Spkin. A score of 
slick magazines have the latest neo-marxist articles 
from Farls^ neo -trotskyism from Belgium, and zoarcho- 
ecology irom the U,&, of A, The grafics are almost 
always extraardlnary, and the translated prose (or 
domestic Interpretations written In GastHlan or Cate Ian) 
s^rkfes with flexible formulations. Native authors 
often prefer titles beginning with "notes on... '"i "Notes 
on the Syndloailst %fovemcti!t lb S^jiln", '^tes on 
Troiskylsm in Gft Jada'' etc, "Notes on,, *, " as if we 
can never hope to exhaust these fascinating topics. 

There seems to be a lot more tiieorizlng than 
organising. It Is not surprising tl^t a politically 
sophisticated left Uke Sixilb's would want snappy Ideas In 
colorful magazines^ but for many 'Activists'' li seems 
the consumption of theory has become how a revolutionary 
Is defined. 'Ireadf therefore I am. Bad!cal theory* 
as another commodity, U a big ^^rt of Sj^rdsh Intellec- 
bual life. But how much docs It have to do witii social 
change* 

Theoretical fads sweep Sj^ln like plagues in the btble . 
Maoism ten years ago, the CO's and the acid counter ¬ 
culture five years ago .... now it's libertarian marxlsts 
(for the academic types) and New Wave Surrealism 
[for tte more emotionally restless)* Of course there 
are also the mar^ leftists Hiring deep In the fast, 
reflghttng the civil war* 

This Is not just a criticism of the SianLsh left, ft Is 
something I think applies to the U.S* (and England) as 
well* It Is just that In S^aln i could see It more clearly 
because i became a consumer, T 3 flr excelbince+ of radical 
theories in my attempt to understand what was going on. 

But also^ in Spoin^ the lasctmtlon witb theory has gotten 
out of control* It is not surmising that many angry people^ 
especially workers and young street people, are dis¬ 
illusioned with all the ''leftists" including the ararchlsts. 

The workers quit their uniotis, keep their own coutisol, and 
fight their tattles in the CacborLes* Many of the young 
become ''^sotes*^ (nihilists is the cloBest definition 1 can 
give) or fhsclsta. While they certainly aren't the threat 
the government and Its suppico^ters are^ the fascists are 
growing* And in some pMcca they J^ve Btruck a reaponsive 
cord with the very young people^ altenafed and furious^ that 
once beeftnw anarchists* They can't relate to theory^ they 
want action* Now* 

The second thing that struck me very strongly was how 
much foreign culture dominates tiie country* On TV it is 
Charlie's Angels selling Forda and French ccsmetlcs. 
Among the young It is U.S./Englleh music* U.S./French/ 
Italian movies and books from the beats of San Fraoctsco* 

It Is a restless life. Hash is terribly expensive, and 
not v^ry good^ but what else Is there to do but pot some in 


Review 


,13 


your Marlboro and lieten to die latest album from London 
^htLe you read magazines in which hondrede of blondes tty 
to mU you Japanese radios or Oerniian catcutators, n you 
can got a Job it^s GO hours a wees for not very much money 
(and the coat of 1Mif|: is almost the same as In North 
AmerTca). But since you ean*t fliid a Job you just scroungo. 
It Istt^t all Hite this ol course by any means* But It is 
pretty tad* The growth of nationalism Is probably very 
much a response to this 'amerlcantxation'' o[ the many 
different cultures we lump to|jethef as 

In Ebrcelone for example one could hear terrible 
{mitetlons of U.Sp/Engllsh Roclt 'nfioll (around which there 
is a very real cult) or you could hear a zoot-sulted guy 
called SIsa and hfie band playing Catalan Roelc, strange and 
angry and as good as any new waves that one can fltid In the 
U-S- There arc also the half^roct^ ^ Orquestras” that are 
sometimes almost plays, and there ia flsmenco-rocfc or 
even the traditional Cate Ian ctencsB from the dayB+ lour 
hunebred years agOp when Cataluna was an liKiependent 


power (aotuaLLy an empire although the [a:tloi:alists don't 
talk a lot about that/) 

Anyway^ l^d liKe to see leltlst theorists^cttvlats as 
creative as the Cataten mustclans^ Why should they be 
reprinting old Jerry Hubln diatribes In 1979. 

The last thing, and most important, 1 learned Iti Spain 
was that there arc many wonderful people trying to make a 
human , natural world* Sounds like a cllch4, or worse,« 
but it Is something that ia easy to forget. It Is one 
revolution, even though In each culture it must develop 
differently. Especially important, or Inspiring, for me 
was to see people living much hardier lives than L do, 60 or 
70 hours a week (or two bucks an houTp lasctst attacks on 
tbetr homes and offices, arrest and tor time always a real 
possibility, and yet Kan^ng In there all the same, holding 
the ^me hopes and dreams close that we do. My hopes 
and dreams are stronger now thanks to them» 

Crystal 


Honoiir vulgarity 


I ha^ always (elt that the 399 B.C. Creeks had an Arguable 
case against Socrates andphls box office sidctde, tike that of 
Hitler, was that of a man who loved the applause ol the mob 
but undke Christ atid nfiny a known and unknown revolutionary 
was not prepared to carry his argument to Its lofdeal conclu- 
sionbeforc the pt^lcal authority of the obverse of the dialogue. 
To sit In the warm eun surrounded by applauding sycophants, 
Msure-llving intelUgicnsia and pseudodntellertiiate playing the 
Iconocfeat with wll and well reasoned argument is pleasure 
indeed and when the blue shadcj^ move over the white walls 
then tftck to the evening mea^ the wine and the secure com¬ 
fort of a society fcased on a slave economy. iVe all know 
our |£rochlal Socrates but there comes that moment in time 
when the Captain of the Tltantc will ask the saloon tfir Socra¬ 
tes that having accepted the reiterated statements that the 
bloody ship is sinking what constructive suggestion would 
he offer to save their lives» And, to play the devU's advocate, 
the Socrates of the world do not have to offer a solution. 

Within the Tate Gallery is an exhibition of the work and 
art of the bite Marco 1 Broodthears and evon within the press 
ctey there were little ripples of anger from those who felt 
or believe that they were being mocked by a man with no 
talent and an art authority wasting ^'aluable s^ce on worth 
less rubbish and they were right which surely la the whole 
point of the exercise. Michael Compton the Keeper of Exht- 
bittons at the Tate Gallery has described Broodthaers as 
"one of the great artists rf his period” which of course, is 
just an abuse of language but whflt Broodthaers did produce 
was a body of work that was witty amusing and anger creating 
for with his use oi rubbish he was a master of the double 
teke. His masters, he claimed, wsro Magritte, Piero Man- 
zoni and Kurt Schwitters and as with them he had almost 
no creative tel^nt as a sculpture or as a visual artist but 
LEke Schwitters he could take the rubbish around Mm and 
like ManzonL create an amusing object that, as all art should, 
produce a violent reaction among the spectators,. He scribbled 
on plywood walls, piled empty egg shells Into heaps and 
fainted them dull or shine white« He piled mussel sheik in 
a pot and offered It as a work d art and the spectator either 
drooled or raved with rage but wiiat must be realised la 
that these insnand women are dadlets who smash the dead 
shroud of academic art by flinging a handful of aMt Into the 
prestige art gallertes of the world just as the dadists and the 
concrete poets Ivoke the estebllshed form of the Georgian 
poets. 

Broodthaers almost a quater of a Century ago produced 
his first film la Clef do L*Horloge In honour ol Kart Schwit¬ 
ters and that made the Inter national film festival at Knokke 
le-Zoute and the books of poetey such as Un Uvre d'O^re 
were but rnlnor things for the man who was now the dhrllng 
of the intellectual elite. In 19S8 at the time of the I^rls 


etudent revolt when It was the vo^^ for the worker-student 
to take over and conflrol their own Institutions Broodthaers 
along with so many Of tbe heavy breaUsing intelltgensla moved 
Into the act and with the^ald of those In authority, for the 
plan was to use the Musee d'Arl Moderne and to have the 
walls of the gallery lined not with the works of the visiAl arts 
but the cases fn which they were transported^ It Is all fun 
and one is amused and would defend to the death ete« but 
wliat must be accepted Is that without a groat body of recog¬ 
nised and accepted works ol art you cannot teite the piss. 

It is pleasant to mock but you can only mock that the com- 
mandfl resyect rightly or wrongly from others and I write 
and Speak as one who tae spent a life tinw mocking what 
I hold to be tbe pretensions and the false Ideas of otiiers 
but like the dadists and the surrealists I accept tEie mockery 
from my vtettms because we both know that we and only we 
arc aane . It is Bro^thaers heap of coals that have hit tbe 
philistine fan and these three heaps of coal, as with f^r| 
andre‘8 heap of brie ks , have been the cause of great rage 
and great mirth and great explanations. During the fresa 
day r atend there with my glass of white wine and an elderly 
dignified journalist takes my arm and whispers '^Tor Christas 
sake old man explain to me what tbe bell this ie supposed 
to be about" and T go into my spiel and this is good Tor 
as In an angry discussion one Is forced to clear one's mind 
of cant Aa wwiis of art they are of intnor ImporUnce but 

then one could say that of the pyramids, the Whitehall eenotf.- 
ph or Cleo|fitrate needle on the Thames emhakment yea or 
Henry moore'a sculptures and the difference between them 
and ^oodthaers three heaps of coal and those accept works 
of art is literally and stilly a natter of size. Take those three 
piles of ecftl by Broodthaers ^ hire masons to carve them in 
black marble bouse high and place them each on a Welsh hill 
to the memory of the dead dtrectors of the Coal Board and 
they would merge Into the GandoiSkfe and the folk culture as 
acceptable works of art. But tbe Town and his gas fire (Ed. 
and her gaa lire ) frau will look and stay silent for as 

with the I^zl book burners the toying of the mob is the howl 
of the Philistine and the fools . 

But for those who seek honest vulgarity raised to High 
Camp then it Is on to the Royal Academy and the wine and 
the buffet laid on by tl« front office of Sunlight Soap and why 
not for sixty years ago I sat lb a tin bath before tJie kitchen 
fire while my mother scrubbed me and the weekly wash with 
ttot same bar of scap. Lord Leverhulme was born In 1851 as 
William Hesketh Lever and by the use of a telent that has 
always eluded me became a millionaire and in 1927 Vtscount 
Leverhulme. He wag a throwtocH to the world of Dickens 
arkl Mr PTckwIck in that having accufnufated great economic 
wealth he did 'good'. There are men such as Ford and the 
rest of the American milUcnaires who having spent such a 
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ltf 0 In cref^tlTig milversal rnlaery In the accumulation of a 
great fortune then spend their old ago ptaytng God with the 
aid of thelrcftequfi boob^ and 1 feel that L^vor did little Mrm 
in hlB coiomerclal Ufo and a niDdleiinn ot good In hla old ago* 
Fort Sunlight was the product of a paternalistic eoctety 
one should not condemn U for that for while Owen had the 
vision Ifver and Plcioalch had a kind heart and a large banK 
aceount. The political argument against a benevolent manager 
tal Boetsty Is that It destroys the revoluttorary ftre within the 
^oletarlat awl I do oot believe &ia for It would be interesting 
to know how the working class within ftsrt Sunlight reacted 
to the great soctal unrest of the inter war years . 

Leverhulme wrote that "All tenement dwelUngs **, *Iar 
crow ding a maximum of humanity In a piinlmum of ground 
s|^ce are deatruettve of healthy llfe'^ 'A chlld^.^p., that 
knows only the drutikeness prevalent In the hideous slum 
It IB forced to Uve In,..... canTWt be benefited by education. 
Such children grow up depraved, and become a danger and 
terror to the Stated wealUindestroyers instead of wealth-pro¬ 
ducers'’ 

LeverhuLme was the master ol his estates and he merged 
his capitalism with Christian charity but the flaw as always 
Is tlat he denied those be pandered to tlie freedom of choitK- 
Uke Kr^fie tn Germany or the ^panese maT^gerlal capote Hats 
they treated their workers with the same care and aflectfon 
that the squire treated hU peasants^ his horsea and Ms dogs 
but only as long as they obeyed his authority. Of Lxird lever- 
holme's art collection what can one say except that with an 
open clique book and Unger licking dealers he bought the 
good the l^d and the IndUTerent and at top market prices 
atvl to brlT^ art to the people he used the Victorian and 
Edwardian (feubs IMt he bought for advertise mente lor his 
soapar^ Why not lor who in the hell cares whether Frith's 
little girl in her 'Tiew Frock'' was used as a street advertise- 
ment with the words 'Sunlight Soap Gold Medal Paris 1B89” 
above her head and 'Bo Clean^' on the ehlld^s right. If you 
have almost unlimited wealth and you buy them by the sb*er 
volume of your purchase* you must build up a minority of 
acceptable works of art and Levf^rlhulme did that. His ChM^ 

30 porcelain and his Wedgwood are a pleasure to the eye 
while most of the furniture is no more than ugly museum 

pieces. It is interesting to view the soft parn of Alma-fade ma 
and to re-shy at the ghastly Pre-HaphaeUte daubs and to stand 
in Judgement on Augustus Johns 1.0.1920 portrait of lever ^ 

It was foolish of L&vraulme to do a pro- ChurchlaUtan by cutting 
the portrait up, as with the t^ttonal Gallery's Mauet^ for 1 
would hold that tf John had toned down the small highlight 
under the chin it could have been acceptable but the Town and 
hts deep In thought frau(Ed. and her deep tn thought N^nn) 
now know what B^ood&fters was protesting about. 

Arthur Moyae 
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HMSO: The Inte rception of Communications in Great 
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■KpT^Sp). Perhaps the best eoibetion of Fouriers writings 
Currently available In Englisbr l-imHed supply only. 
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Rnssia: 


Ur^rnployno&nt amf uivJ^ereinploy^ 
mentare sertoue growing problems 
in the Soviet Central Aaian Republics 
Ftosslbiy the itivaslon of Afghanistan 
should be seen in the contest of uti- 


aworhers 


IKiradise? 

_ Sotfte solutions have already been 

STAGNATION W THE SLAVIC CITIBS tried. In 1964, the State began 


Wh^-t mother Hueeta and other 
State-Socialist reeimea beat offer to 
woTK-shy anarchLsts such as mvaelf* 
is a system of lively black market® 
and oppothinitiea for Industrial 
idkneBB second to none. 

In the same way that soldiers 
never labour bo hard as civilians, 


encoura^ng pensioners to re-enter the 
labour force. As many as 6 to 8 mill¬ 
ion people of penBionable age were 
reported to be employed In the public 
sector, or on collective terms (1) 
in 1973, 

Another ^obtem has been job- 
-swopping. From 1940 until after 


employment and poten^al social un¬ 
rest in Soviet Central Asia. 

The Invasion w!U serve as a warnini^ 
ing boFussLa^s own Muslims^ and 
help stat^lis&e the border areas. As 
Daylight, in The Obeerver argued 
’Tn Soviet eyes an unfriendly,, or 
even uncontrollable Afghanistan was 
bound to appear as a seriouB threat 
to Soviet borders. A longer-term 
consideration was bound to be the 
tmi^ct on Soviet MuBlimB. 

Competlttoii from the trantan 
religious regime and a fro-Chinese 
republic of I^kLstan Isa problem 
for Moscow to reckon with. R eth¬ 
nic enthusiasms got out of hand, 
revved up by Muslim fanatics in 
the surrounding states the unity of 
the highly centra Hied Russian 
Stete could be threatened. 

In crude Marxist terms the whole 


so the Shite employees of Soviet 
Russia seem to tW-ve evolved artful 
scrounging steate^ries, which is 
reBumna in millions of hours in lost 
working time* 

Alas, Instead of appH-eclatlng what’s 
best In the socialist svstem. the 
party leadership Is actively Inhibit¬ 
ing these developments, it's getting 
that bad ttet the Communist I^rty 
Central Committee has Issued a 
decree on labour discipline to deal 
with fihof^loDr scrouT^rs, drunks, 
absenteefip 1ob swappers, meeting 
mongers, Soviet soclolp^sts have 
d| ^Covered that people are tltegp.lly 
taking time off work to do fhetr shopp¬ 
ing. Joinqueuesi and arrange their 
personal afteirs. At the same tjme 
workers are adeprt at calUn^ meetings 
in working time to fl* up sporting 
competitions, and other social gather¬ 
ings^ 

The current concern of the Soviet 
leactership with labour productivity Is 
that the economy is movlncr into a 
period of telling ^owth caused by 
labour shortages in a number of 
important areas. 

The fact ts the Soviet economic 
system is weak. Soviet industrial 
output being less than that of 
and less th^n half that of West Europe 
or the VSA, 

There h&ve been growing shortages 
in the workforce in North West Pusste 
Siberia^ Northern Kazakhstan and 
Belornsste ever since the 1960's. 

The threat o£ a decline in the number 
of people working age could act 
as a major constraint on economic exp¬ 
ansion in the 1980*3, 


Stalinas death it was a criminal episode in Af^nlslan can even be 

Offence to leave one's place of work ai^iysed as an attempt to flolve 

without official permission. In 1&56 local uifimployrnent and potential 
free job mobility was re-introduced. ^ mUttary moMliz- 

I>bour turnover causes big tosses^ aJion and war. 
in working time arki drops In. txoductijdj^^g. of Muslim resistance 


In the construction industry alone the 
labour turnc^r is as high as 63 
The current party decree on labour 
discipline ordered tough measures 
against tiiose who frequently change 
jobs or go absent without leave . Stiff 
penalties against lazy and drunk work¬ 
ers are also recommended. 

Curbs on labour discipline and torn- 
o-ver tes been brewing up for years now. 
A regulation adopted in Iteningrad in 
iv^y 1969 required each person sacked 
for breaching labour discipline iu the 
city to report to the then new labour 
Resources Uttllsatiou Administration 
for asBignmeut to a low-skilled^ low- 
l^ld job for a 3 month period. E^opte 
thus disciplined were notentLtled to 
bonuses* and were put lower down on 
new housing waiting lists* 

In cases in which ^unreasorable' 
job behaviour continues, the person 


to their rulers in Moscow* and those 
Slavs in their midst who dominate all 
the best jobs Is very real. 

The average EuropeaTi settlerB 
(themselves often children of de- 
poriees from the 19303) in Central 
Asia are (fild more^ have more 
housing S[Ace* better access to 
higher education for their children, 
more skills* and better positions 
than the native Muslims, Also^ since 
Eta It n, certain controlling positions 
in the local ^ftrty and Government 
(including security) apjaratus have 
been in the bands of Russians and 
other Europeans* 

Having e rahraeed the Afghan ad¬ 
venture and for the time being 
postponed the growth of any antl- 
colontallst or nationalist movements 
in Soviet Central Asia* what steps 
can Moscow teke to solve the econ- 


WDuld become liable to legal peral- 
tles under the regular 'anti-jsirasite" 
laws, which pfovide for sentences of 
up to a year of corrective labour or 
even prison (2). Tn 1970, these laws 
were reaffirmed in several republics^ 
and a new USSR labour Code - effect¬ 
ive from i^nvfiry 1971 - reinforced 
the concept of punishing undisciplined 
workera, (3) 


omic problems of the slump In Cen¬ 
tral Asia* and overcome the labour 
shortage In European Russia. 

In a sense the Afghan adventure 
by employing thousands of low grade 
Muslim troops, wlU help alleviate 
the unemployment situfiitlon in Central 
Asia, 

Heintroduotiou of Stalinist meth¬ 
ods of conbrcl and coercion to move 


SLUMP IN SOVIET CENTRAL ASIA Asiatic tebour is another posslblity. 


Deportation of Muslim labour from But this policy may create more 
the Central Asian republics to the problems than It solves^iroductug 

industrial centres of European USSR racial problems and ghettoss tn the 

offers another alternative. Slavic cities. 
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The queue - shoppers spend adout 2 hours s day queueing Just to buy essential goods 
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Bvt If the Central Asia ns are not 
forced out of their to^ns and vfllages 
there seems little chance that they 
will move, Soviet wa^e and Russian 
iflfnters and ciUea hive never attracted 
them In the 

There are distinct advantages for 
thoae living in Central Asia; the 
co$t of living Ls 16. B% lower than 
In metropolitan Piissla^ Central 
Asia Lb rich in fruit and vegetables 
(scarce in most of Russia) and haa 
a climate which requires less out¬ 
lays for clothing, special heatlr^ 
and covered housing s^ce. Black 
market opportunities and income 
from ^tvate plots are further att- 
ractlons^ Also family earnings tend 
to he higher in Central Asia. 

Clearly there is a strong indent^ 
ive for the natives ctf Soviet Cent¬ 
ral Asia to st^y put. 

If the Eurot^an settlers In Cen¬ 
tral Aeta were inducctl to move 
back In big enough numberSp this 
may ease but not solve the man- 
power shortages In the European 
and Siberian towns. But this in 
turn could uncSermlne Soviet power 
tn Central Asia, and Increase the 
^MusHmlzatloii^ process which lo 



' V Members of the British Syndic- 
' a list Workers Federation have a 


> special responBlhili^ In this re- 

<: spect, as tte body which did most 

to Support the election of the Mad- 
-r 1 - 1 ^ , rid based IWA secretariat they should 
should ensure that it discharges 
its duties In an inter national sense 

already occurring because ol high- rather than as an appendage of 
er Muslim fertlUty. the CNT In S^^in. 


ft may be that the Russian Stete 
ts about to e nter a post-colonial 
menotfiuse. It is almost certain 
that the Soviet economic system Is 
going to be seriously dislocated 
and untfl lanced for years to come. 
John Beaemeres, In the Tfew Slate- 
sman, warns us of the 'Tragtllty 
beoeath the external atid domestic 
policies of the Soviet Union*’* To 
cover up this fragility the Soviet 
leaders may now embark on a 
series of dangerous adventures 
like the Afghanistan affair, 

THE USSR AND THE SYNDIC¬ 
ALIST INTERNATIONAL; 

The repercussions relating to 
the Soviet economic probkma , 
and their consequences for work¬ 
ers throughout the Soviet Union 
requtrea careful aralysls and ex¬ 
amination* The British hrade un¬ 
ions are contlnuiTig to develop their 
Links with the official state control¬ 
led unions Ln the though they 

claim this does not Imply support 
for the regime. The IWA {Internfit- 
loTial Workers Association^ the 

organized ari&rchosyndicalist 
movementp should be looking at 
the possibility of supporting alt¬ 
ernative organizations like the 
"free brade unions* especially at 
a time of State pressure to boost 
productivity, and unemployment 
in Central Asia, 


Clearly if there is to be an Inter¬ 
national syndicalist move ment, de* 
velopmen^ in Russia are an Imp- 
or tent consideration for IL More 
ao since one of the potEntially 
stronger sections In the IWA, is 
the Bulgarian section and with 
Russia entering its post-colonLal 
menopause we need to formulate 
links and develop a programme to 
anticlt&te the opportunities for 
anarcho-syndlt^llsm in those states 
controlled by Moscow* 

aB. 

* IWA or Arris the ati&rcho-syn- 
dlcallst international with sections 
in America and Europe, The IWA 
secretariat Is at ;a'esent centred 
In Madrid and is the responslhlltty 
of the Spanish trade union confed¬ 
eration the CNT* 
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